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October 21, 2005 

Richard A. Nussbaum, P.E., R.G. 
Chief, Corrective Action Unit 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
Hazardous Waste Program 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102-0176 

Dear Mr. Nussbaum: 

RE: Status of Steelcote with Respect to RCRA 
Steelcote Manufacturing 
St. Louis, Missouri 
RCRA ID No. MOD006275036 

• 

We are providing this letter to address the status of the above-referenced facility 
with respect to obligations under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 
A summary of the legal actions involving this facility and its current status with the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) are provided below. 

The facility submitted a Notification of Hazardous Waste Activity (RCRA § 
3010) form to EPA on August 18, 1980. Following inspections of the facility conducted 
on June 9, 1989, and August 8, 1989, a Complaint, Compliance Order, and Notice of 
Opportunity for Hearing (Docket No. VII-90-H-0021) was issued to Steelcote 
Manufacturing Company (Steelcote) on June 4, 1990. A Consent Agreement and 
Consent Order (CACO), dated March 13, 1991, required that Steelcote pay a civil penalty 
for the violations set forth in the Complaint. The civil penalty was paid and this action 
was concluded. 

On September 30, 1991, an Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) (Docket No. 
VII-91-H-0025) for this facility was filed with EPA's Regional Hearing Clerk. This 
AOC, entered into and issued pursuant to Section 3013 ofRCRA, required Steelcote and 
Niedt Realty Company (Niedt Realty), to conduct certain monitoring, testing, analysis, 
and reporting, with regard to hazardous wastes that were present at, or that had been 
released from, the facility. Steelcote owned and operated the improvements to the 
property then known and numbered as 3418 Gratiot Street - the location of the facility -
and Niedt Realty Company owned the underlying real property. 
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• • 
The AOC required the submittal to EPA of plans for conducting the required 

monitoring, testing, analysis, and reporting. EPA' s review and approval was provided at 
all steps of the work required under this AOC. Section XXIV, paragraph 67, of the AOC 
provided that "[t]he provisions of this Order shall be deemed satisfied by Respondents on 
written notice from the EPA that Respondents have demonstrated that all of the terms of 
this Order including any additional work which the EPA may determine to be necessary 
pursuant to Section IX of this Order, have been completed to the satisfaction of EPA." 

By letter dated April 5, 1995, Steelcote and Niedt Realty requested that the 
requirements for additional investigation/remediation at the facility be terminated, 
claiming that the conditions of the AOC had been satisfied. On June 19, 1995, EPA sent 
a letter to Niedt Realty granting Steelcote and Niedt Realty's request to be released from 
further obligations under the AOC, and terminating the AOC. The June 19th letter 
required that the facility monitoring wells be abandoned, which was documented in a 
letter dated November 29, 1995, from the facility. 

In summary and as discussed above, EPA did not then, and does not now, 
consider the facility to be operating under interim status, nor have we ever made the 
determination that the facility is subject to the corrective action provisions ofRCRA § 
3008(h). The RCRA § 3008(a) Complaint filed against Steelcote in 1990 was resolved 
and that action terminated. The work required by the RCRA § 3013 AOC was performed 
and that AOC was also terminated. The EPA does not currently have any information 
suggesting that there are any RCRA enforcement or corrective action issues outstanding 
with regard to this facility. 

We understand that the facility is poised to enter into state's Voluntary Cleanup 
Program (VCP). We have confidence that any issues that may remain regarding any 
contamination or exposures that may continue to exist at the facility will be adequately 
addressed through the VCP, and while the state is addressing these matters, it is not 
EPA's intention to address the facility further via federal authorities. 

If you have any questions on the information in this letter, please contact me at 
(913) 551-7657. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Grisolano, P .E. 
Project Manager 

ARTD/RCAP:cas:h:/MGRISOLANO/ /NUSSBAUM I 02005DAH.DOC/102005 




